
1 

 

John 1:1-14 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

The Festival of the Nativity of our Lord Winchester, VA 

Christmas Day Pastor Paul Krueger 

Who Is this Child? December 25, 2016 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 

mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the 

light; he came only as a witness to the light.  
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in 

the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 
11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did 

receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born 

of God.  
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

In my living room at home I have a ceramic manger scene.  It’s an iconic decoration for 

millions of Christians around this time of year.  We love the nativity scene because unlike so 

many other Christmas decorations it focuses us on what the Scripture tells us about the birth of 

our Savior.  Or does it? 

When we look at what the Bible tells us about the three kings we find out that we don't 

really know how many there were, we can’t say for certain that they were kings, and they didn't 

actually show up until a short while after Jesus was born so they aren’t really at the manger scene 

at all.  The animals are cute, and we know which ones to look for—a donkey, an ox, and a couple 

of sheep—but the Bible doesn't actually mention any animals being present at the manger scene. 

Now, you might think, “Well, of course there were animals if they were in a stable!”  But then, 

the Bible actually doesn’t even mention a stable. 

All the Bible tells us is that when the shepherds hurried off as the angels had told them, 

they found Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger.  So, there isn’t much 

left to our manger scene.  And then if we look at the Christmas story from John chapter 1 we 

have even less.  John doesn’t mention the angels and the shepherds, he doesn’t mention Mary or 

Joseph, or even the manger.  In fact, the only piece of the Christmas story we’re so familiar with 

that John mentions is Jesus—and He doesn’t even call Him Jesus! 

What John does is help us to understand the depth of Christmas by showing us who Jesus 

really is and who He has made us to be.  Understanding Christmas means looking beyond the 

picturesque scene of a baby in a barn surrounded by shepherds and His parents and perhaps a 

few animals.  Grasping the full depth of Christmas requires us to look into that manger and see 

who is really there.  What John tells us is that the child we find in the manger is the Word of 

God. Usually when we hear the phrase “Word of God” we think of the book we call the Bible.  

Because the Bible is where God has recorded for us His plans, His purposes, and His promises 
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for us. John calls Jesus “the Word” because in Him all the plans, purposes, and promises of God 

are brought to a final focus and an absolute realization. 

Lying there in the manger we find God Himself, come into our world to put His plan for 

our salvation into action.  Jesus is God.  That’s a fact we are familiar with, but it’s one which we 

can easily say without thinking of the full implications of what it means.  What it means is that 

lying there in the manger we find the Almighty, All-Knowing, Immortal God who created the 

entire universe by simply speaking it into being, who humbled himself and condescended to 

come down into His Creation and live as human being.  And He did it for us.   

Verses 4 and 5 tell us that In Jesus was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 

A light that shines in the darkness, which the darkness has not overcome.  You can’t say that 

about me, and you can’t say it about yourself, because we were overcome by the darkness.  We 

were given over entirely to the darkness of sin and heading down the path of wickedness to the 

one place it leads, death.  And that is what our lot would have been had that same God against 

whom we have sinned—who is light and life, whom the darkness of sin has not and cannot 

overcome—had not come down to let His light shine among us, to bring us out of sin’s darkness, 

and to give us the life that was within Him.  And we can rejoice today, because that is exactly 

what He has done.  

I heard a new song on the radio this year that I haven't heard before.  It’s called How 

Many Kings by a group named Downhere and the chorus of that song really helped drive this 

point home for me.  It repeats over and over a series of questions: How many kings, stepped 

down from their thrones? How many lords have abandoned their homes? How many greats have 

become the least for me? How many Gods have poured out their hearts to romance a world that 

has torn all apart? How many fathers gave up their sons for me? Only one did that for me.  

Last night, we talked about God’s grace, His undeserved love for us.  This is the first side 

of that grace: We didn’t deserve for God—the Lord, and the King of all Creation—to humble 

Himself by coming down off of His throne in heaven to become the least little child.  I’ve done 

nothing to earn anything of that kind from God, and neither have you.  But He did it.  And He 

did it for you.  

But even as we start to grasp that depth of what took place on Christmas, we still have to 

answer the question of why.  Why did He do it?  The answer is that He wrapped Himself in flesh 

so that He could wrap us in His grace.  By becoming both true God and true man He became our 

perfect Savior.  A Savior who was under the law and could keep it perfectly in our place.  And a 

Savior who had a life to give which was valuable enough to cover over the sins of the whole 

world.  Jesus wrapped Himself in flesh so that in that flesh He could offer Himself as the 

sacrifice for our sins.  And to all who receive Him and believe in His name, He gives the 

right to become children of God.  
And that’s the other side of that undeserved love: First off, I didn’t deserve for God to 

stoop down to my level. My life wasn’t worth the Son of God humbling Himself to become a 

man.  But that He would do all of that in order to lift me up and exalt me by sharing His glory 

with me—that He would give us the right not just to call ourselves but to truly become sons and 

daughters of God is as undeserved and as loving as it gets. 

In order to ensure that you know what He has done for you He has given Himself to us in 

the Word of God as it is recorded in the Scriptures.  These words are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and so that by believing you may have life 

in His name. 
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He’s given you the assurance of your Baptism through which He washes away your sins 

and places His name on you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit so that you may know that you 

personally have the right to call yourself a son or daughter of God. 

He’s given you His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper so that as you take and eat the 

flesh in which He wrapped Himself you may know with certainty that He gave it up on the cross 

for you for the forgiveness of your sins. 

The manger scenes we decorate our homes with at Christmas are a wonderful thing to 

have, because whether the animals were really there or not, what they remind us of is that at the 

center of it all is Jesus, the Lord God Almighty who came down from heaven for you and for me 

to bring us out of the darkness of our sin and into His light. The Word became flesh. God came 

to us, so that He could take us to be with Him.  

Amen. 


